
Abstract: Diakonia in Earliest Christianity and its contemporary 
lessons
As we approach the principles and practices of ecclesiastical and 
congregational diakonia, we must state at the outset that the 
ministry of charity is not some additional factor, an optional part 
of our Christian community life, but one of its integral and 

the Christian Church, the Reformers usually emphasised that the 
outward characteristics of the church included the pure 
proclamation of the gospel and the proper administration of the 
sacraments. Based on this, the question may arise: can diakonia 
qualify as preaching, and if so, in what sense? Based on the earliest 
example of Stephen, the first deacon, and then on some ancient 
Christian leaders who were renown for their work of social 
benefaction like Basil the Great and Theodoret of Cyrus, this 
paper addresses the following issues: diakonia as mission and 

questions are by far not outdated in our present situation, and the 
examples of our Christian ancestors may provide us with some 
answers, occasionally some surprising ones.
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